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Year-end reflections, acknowledgements  
On behalf of the Board of Education, the faculty, staff, and students of the Williamsville Central 

School District, I would like to thank our community for its resounding support of the District’s 2012-13 

budget.  School districts throughout New York State were faced with tough choices this budget season 

and Williamsville was not immune. Yet, our resolve to do what is right for children has never been 

stronger. Williamsville schools continue to be one of the best values in the region, if not the entire 

state, thanks in large part to the power of an engaged community that champions children and values 

education. 

We have faced many challenges this past year, some expected and others unforeseen. With nearly 

one year under my belt as Williamsville superintendent, I have discovered that our school district is 

filled with people who want to do the right thing for children. Teachers and staff members go beyond 

what is expected of them to support students, and involved parents readily partner with us to foster a 

nurturing learning environment.  The broad-based community support for our schools is gratifying but 

not taken for granted as we work to build trust with all stakeholders.  Most of all, every day I am 

inspired by students who are motivated to learn and continually exceed expectations, both in and out 

of the classroom. There is more work to be done as we figure out how to best implement new and 

seemingly ever-changing regulations from the state. Fiscal uncertainties continue to loom and we are 

already exploring creative ways to preserve the quality educational programming Williamsville prides 

itself on.  I am confident that we have the team in place to not only conquer the challenges that lie 

ahead but to lead the way in making meaningful changes that will benefit all students. 

I would like to take this opportunity congratulate our faculty and staff members who are retiring 

this year including more than fifty veteran teachers and Forest Elementary’s long-time principal, Dr. 

Shirlee Paveljack. These individuals represent the very essence of Williamsville’s caring, student-

centered culture. They have devoted their careers to the children of our community and I offer my 

sincere gratitude for their service to our school district.      

 



Also, I would like to congratulate our newly elected school board members, Mr. Jay Smith and 

Mrs. Toni Vazquez, who will be joining the Board in July, and school board president Dr. Michael 

Littman who was re-elected to a third term.  I would like to extend a very special thank you to outgoing 

members, Mr. Bill Freeman and Mr. Gene Covelli, for their service to our community. Bill has been a 

steadfast advocate for children, dedicating countless hours and energy to our schools during his 

thirteen-year tenure on the Board.  Gene has brought a thoughtful perspective to the Board, 

embracing the opportunity to serve his community over the past three years. Personally, I am grateful 

to them both for their role in the search process that brought me to Williamsville as superintendent.   

Our true measure of success as a school district is personified by the soon-to-be graduates of 

Williamsville East, North and South high schools. There is a very personal story behind each one of the 

more than 800 young people who will graduate June 23-24. They all have experienced successes and 

setbacks; many have overcome special challenges to achieve this milestone.  To the Class of 2012, I 

encourage you to always do your best, maintain a strong work ethic, embrace the opportunities before 

you, and learn to expect the unexpected.  Congratulations and Godspeed!    

Throughout the summer months, the administrative offices will be open and our staff will be 

working to prepare for the year ahead.  Enjoy a safe, fun-filled summer! 
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